


UPPER HUTT COSMOPOLITAN CLUB INCORPORATED
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING -  SUNDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2024 AT 11am

A G E N D A
Apologies and Obituar ies
Minutes of  the previous Annual  General  Meeting held on Sunday,  November 26,  2023
Minutes of  Special  General  Meeting held on Sunday,  26th May 2024
President’s  Report  and Matters  Ar is ing
General  Managers Report  and Matters  Ar is ing
Treasurer ’s  Report  and Audited Financial  Statements for  the year  ended 31st  August  2024
and Matters  Ar is ing
Elect ion of  Auditor ,  i f  required
Notices of  Motion
General  Business

O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  C L U B  2 0 2 4
President :  D MACDONALD
Vice President :  G MAY
Treasurer :  B  LYNCH
Trustees:  J  DILLON,  D DALTON

E X E C U T I V E :
R AYLING,  S LAMBERT JP,  S  LEITCH,  M.  DIXON,  P O’RILEY,  G PALMER,  M SOUTHON, S THOMAS
Immediate Past  President :  G BANNATYNE
General  Manager:  L  BEIGHTON JP

H O N O R A R Y  L I F E  M E M B E R S :
TD ARMSTRONG*,  C SPROTT*,  GS GREGORY*,
J COMESKEY*,  R JENKINS*,  FR DICKSON, J  WEBLING*,
RD CHRISTIE*,  V KNAPP*,  R SMYLIE,  JR DUFFY*,  BCJ HAWKINS*,
IC DALE,  LB GRANT*,  AJ DUDLEY*,  GS BECKETT*,  AEM RUNCIMAN*,
F KELLY*,  AP NEEDHAM, C GETHING,  RH BENNETT*,
K CUNNINGHAM*,  P WHITE*,  J  DILLON,  D MACDONALD,  D DALTON, S WHITE*,  
W HENSHAW*, K GETHING,  C CLAYTON, C CARSON, D CANDY,  D KEY      
* D e c e a s e d

Club Auditor :  Grant  Thornton,  New Zealand Audit  Partnership
Bank:  ASB Bank Limited
Insurance Brokers :  Thorner  Financial  Services Ltd

ANNUAL REPORT
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As we ref lect  on 2024,  i t  is  c lear  that  this  has been a year  of  s ignif icant  change and chal lenge
for  the Club.  Despite the tough f inancial  landscape,  we’ve emerged stronger  with some very
posit ive results  to  show for  our  ef forts .

This  year  has seen both operat ional  adjustments and f inancial  hurdles,  but  through careful
management and the support  of  our  members,  staf f ,  and Board,  we have not  only  navigated
these obstacles but  are wel l -posit ioned for  a  br ighter  future.  

The resi l ience and adaptabi l i ty  shown by al l  involved have been truly  commendable,  and I  am
proud to report  on what  has been a successful  year  in  many respects .

At  the start  of  the year ,  we welcomed our  new manager,  L isa Beighton,  and with a  f resh
perspect ive,  we gained a clearer  understanding of  the s ignif icant  f inancial  chal lenges the
club was facing.  I  want  to acknowledge her  leadership which has been instrumental  in
guiding us through these complex t imes.

In February,  we conducted a comprehensive member survey,  receiving an impressive 1,704
responses.  This  feedback provided invaluable insight  into how you,  our  members,  were
feel ing and where you saw room for  improvement.  Many changes have already been made in
response to this  feedback,  with more on the horizon.

As the saying goes,  “change is  good,”  and we viewed this  moment as  a  rare opportunity  for  a
reset .  I t ’s  a  chance to return to basics and refocus on ensuring that  our  membership remains
at  the heart  of  everything we do.  To achieve this ,  stabi l is ing the club’s  f inances was the f i rst
step,  and I ’m pleased to report  that  we are wel l  on our  way.

I  want  to extend my s incere thanks to the Board for  their  steadfast  support  over  the past  two
years.  These have arguably been two of  the most  chal lenging years ,  as  we’ve navigated a
large and complex business whi le  str iv ing to support  our  members through di f f icult  t imes.

To you,  our  members—let  me be clear ,  the Board and the staf f  are only hal f  of  the equation.
Their  role  is  to  provide a  welcoming venue,  cold dr inks,  and great  food.  But  i t ’s  your  role to
set  the culture and f i l l  the seats .  I t ’s  up to you to create the vibrant  atmosphere that  keeps the
club thr iv ing.

That  said,  this  past  year ,  we’ve had to contend with several  membership issues that  have
been unfortunate distract ions.  Despite these chal lenges,  the results  we’ve achieved are
remarkable.  Moving forward,  i f  we can extend this  reset  to  the ent i re  membership—embracing
a posit ive mindset  and renewed energy—I have no doubt that  the club wi l l  once again be
unstoppable.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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As many of  you are aware,  I ’ve recently  faced some health chal lenges,  and for  that  reason,
I ’ve decided not  to stand for  President  again at  this  t ime.  However ,  my commitment to the
club remains unwavering,  and I  ful ly  support  the incoming committee.

We also have three Committee Members that  are not  standing for  the committee again,
Rachael  Ayl ing (2yrs) ,  Steve Leitch (15yrs) ,  & Mark Southon (21 years) ,  and a combined
service of  38 years ,  on behalf  of  the members thank you for  everything you have done.  Your
efforts  are f i rmly embedded in the very fabr ic  that  makes up the club today.  

Last ly ,  I  want  to thank my wife Ji l l ,  my fel low committee members,  and our  dedicated staf f
for  their  unwavering support .  But  most  importantly ,  I  want  to thank you,  the members.  The
Upper Hutt  community  is  t ruly  enr iched by the Cossie,  and without  your  involvement and
passion,  none of  this  would be possible.  

Thank you al l .

Don MacDonald 
President

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
CONTINUED
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GENERAL MANAGER'S
REPORT
What a  journey i t 's  been!  The past  11 months have f lown by,  and i t 's  been quite a  r ide.
We've faced some signif icant  f inancial  chal lenges,  but  through hard work and
perseverance,  we've achieved some excel lent  results .  Some of  my highl ights :

We haven't  had to use our  overdraft  faci l i ty  in  s ix  months and although the overdraft  was
increased,  we've s ince reduced i t  again,  the plan is  to  be in  the posit ion to remove i t
completely  in  2025 i f  we haven’t  had to dip into i t  again.
Al l  our  invoices are now paid by the 20th of  each month,  i t  is  never  ideal  to  have to pick
and choose the who to pay on-t ime especial ly  our  smal ler  creditors  who rely  on the
payments for  their  own cashf low so i t  was important  to us to get  this  sorted quickly .
We've managed to pay off  $229,232 from our  loan.  As a  club,  i t  is  not  a  bad thing to have
a loan,  but  at  the same t ime i t  is  a lways pleasing to see the numbers reduce and as i t
does,  we get  to then think about  what  we want/need to start   planning next .
And importantly ,  we’ve resumed smal l  grants  to our  adjuncts ,  which is  fantast ic  news
and has been wel l  received.

To ful ly  understand how signif icant  these acheivemnts are i t  is  important  to compare this
year  with how we performed f inancial ly  in  2023.   Some key di f ferences:

R e v e n u e :  Whi le  our  revenue in 2024 was s l ight ly  lower (down by $102,585) ,  we made up
for  i t  in  other  areas.  This  is  not  isolated to us,  the hospital i ty  sector  in  general  has been
struggl ing as the recession sett led in.  Hopeful ly  this  wi l l  improve in the coming months.

1.

C o s t  o f  G o o d s  S o l d :  We cut  back s ignif icantly  on our  expenses,  saving nearly  hal f  a
mil l ion dol lars !  I  am proud of  the team for  looking at  everything they do and looking for
savings and eff ic iencies across everything we do.

2.

G r o s s  P r o f i t :  Despite the dip in  revenue,  we actual ly  improved our  gross prof i t  by
$397,031.

3.

L o s s e s :  The good news is  we reduced our  annual  loss by $59,968.4.
A d j u s t m e n t s :  In  the graphic at  the end of  my report  we’ve made some adjustments to
ref lect  our  t rue operat ional  act iv i t ies—removing things l ike char i ty  events  and the one-
off  sale of  the Otaki  Property,  which had a s ignif icant  impact  in  2023.

5.

The adjustments show,  we moved from a substant ial  loss in  2023 to a  smal l  prof i t  of
$13,902 in 2024,  and when we factor  in  the cost  increases in  2024 (such as cleaning,
insurance,  and electr ic i ty) ,  the adjusted prof i t  would be $133,913,  marking an improvement
of  about  $480,176 over  the previous year .

I  understand that  not  al l  of  the decis ions we've made have been universal ly  popular ,  but  the
f inancial  turnaround we're seeing proves that  we’re on the r ight  t rack.  We’ve put  a  lot  of
focus on reducing costs  and making the club a better  place for  al l  of  us.

Listening to you,  our  members,  has been a pr ior i ty ,  and we've been doing what  I  l ike to cal l
"housekeeping"—gett ing back to basics to ensure the club is  more member-centr ic .  We
want this  to be a  place you love and are proud to br ing your  family  & f r iends to.

There's  also been a lot  of  catching up on maintenance,  and I 'm happy to report  that  our
exter ior  l ight ing has been repaired,  making the carpark feel  safer  for  everyone.
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But we’re only just  gett ing started.  We've got  excit ing plans in  the pipel ine,  l ike revamping
the bar  snack options.  We’re aiming to introduce a new bar  snack offer ing to help reduce
wait ing t imes and provide faster  service during busy per iods.  I t  won’t  be a  return to the
café days some of  you remember,  but  rather  a  smart ,  ef f ic ient  solut ion to improve what
we’re currently  of fer ing.

We’re also working on improving our  communicat ion with members and f inding more ways
to add value to your  membership.

We've had some staf f  changes,  with Juan,  our  Food & Beverage Manager  moving to
Austral ia .  This  gave us the opportunity  to review our  structure and make some changes to
ensure that  member facing roles have the autonomy to resolve issues and make
improvements more ef f ic ient ly .  We're also committed to providing career  pathways for  our
staf f ,  which helps support  the local  community  as  wel l .

I  know some of  you might  be wondering why you don’t  see me around the club as much as
you’d l ike.  I  want  to apologise i f  i t  seems l ike I ’m not  as  v is ible.  The truth is ,  s ince arr iv ing,
I ’ve been deeply focused on tackl ing the chal lenges we’ve been facing.  There’s  also the
matter  of  me l iv ing on the other  s ide of  the hi l l ,  which means a 40-minute commute each
way.  While  I  know some of  you were used to my predecessors  being more present  after
hours,  I  unfortunately  don’t  have that  same luxury.  But  I ’m here—please feel  f ree to make
an appointment,  give me a wave,  or  have a chat  when you see me.  I ’m always happy to
connect ,  though I  admit  I ’m a bit  shy and don’t  a lways know how I ’ l l  be received when I
approach.

In summary,  I ’m real ly  enjoying my t ime at  the Cossie.  The chal lenges may have been
bigger  than expected,  but  with the support  of  the staf f ,  the Board,  and you,  the members,
we’ve made tremendous progress.  I ’m excited for  what’s  ahead,  and I  look forward to
another  successful  year  together .

Lisa Beighton JP
General  Manager

GENERAL MANAGER'S
REPORT CONTINUED
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GENERAL MANAGER'S
REPORT CONTINUED
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MINUTES FROM THE 
2023 AGM
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE UPPER HUTT COSMOPOLITAN CLUB INCORPORATED

HELD IN THE CLUBROOMS ON 26th NOVEMBER 2023 AT 11.00AM

1 .  W E L C O M E
Don MacDonald,  President  opened the meeting and asked for  a  minute’s  s i lence to
remember the members who passed in the past  twelve months.

2 .  A P O L O G I E S
Sid Bourne,  Rachael  Ayl ing,  Col in DeCleene.  Jul ie  Gi l lett ,  Jack Oran,  Odette Howard,
Mark Southon.

M O V E D :  Don MacDonald,  S E C O N D E D :  John Di l lon that  the apologies be accepted.
C A R R I E D

3 .  M I N U T E S  O F  P R E V I O U S  A G M
M O V E D :  Dave Dalton,  S E C O N D E D :  Shelagh Thomas that  the meeting minutes of  the AGM
held on the 27th November 2022 be approved.  C A R R I E D

Matters  Ar is ing
Ross Ryan member 1494 asked why the minutes of  the Executive Meetings were not
avai lable.  Don MacDonald repl ied they would be avai lable at  reception.

Susan Duffy ,  member 6566 asked i f  the minutes could be put  onl ine.  Don MacDonald
advised they could be emai led.

Mark Armstrong,  member 7803 advised that  he was concerned that  Alan Runciman
passing was not  advised to the members of  the club.  Don MacDonald advised that
although he was not  sure of  the detai ls  of  this  t ime,  but  we are guided by the famil ies  of
the passed and they would f i rst  need to give permission.

4 .  P R E S I D E N T S  R E P O R T
The report  f rom Don MacDonald,  President  be was taken as read.
M O V E D :  Grayson May,  S E C O N D E D :  John Di l lon that  the Presidents  report  be approved.
C A R R I E D

5 .  G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R S  R E P O R T
Grant  Gaskin presented a power point  of  the progress in  the club over  the past  year  and
what  is  envisaged for  2023-24 f inancial  year .

M O V E D  John Winter ,  S e c o n d e d  Grayson May that  the General  Managers report  be
approved.   C A R R I E D
               
Dick Smyl ie  Member 1046 Advised there needs to be able to reduce debt  and get  some
money in the bank.

Ross Ryan,  member 8494 advised that  he saw the adjunct  mezzanine f loor  as  a  good idea
but  suggested using the old restaurant  area.
.
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MINUTES FROM THE 
2023 AGM CONTINUED
Gary Stokes,  member 1186 suggested using the funct ion room as an outlet  for  the club
with direct  access to the street  and get  young people in .

Ray Marr iott ,  member 1617 advised we should stop sel l ing assets  such as Tora and
Otaki .

6 .  T R E A S U R E R S  R E P O R T  
Chr is  Carson commented on the overal l  result  of  the year  with an $85,696 loss which
was below budget .  Debt  has been reduced over  the year  with the amount of  $138,000
for  Savage Crescent  land paid as wel l  as  the f loat ing port ion of  the bank debt  incurred
for  Arcadia has been paid back,  $758,000.  The object ive of  2023-24 is  to  pay off  the
remaining debt .

There wi l l  be some cash f low issues in  the f i rst  hal f  of  2023-24 which should improve as
the year  goes by.

M O V E D  Chr is  Carson,  S E C O N D E D  Don MacDonald that  the Treasurers  Report  and
Financial  Statements for  the year  ending 31st  August  2023 be adopted.  C A R R I E D                       

M a t t e r s  A r i s i n g :
Tom Cormack,  member 6345 asked regarding food cost .  Grant  Gaskin advised there was
a change in report ing and showed a more accurate way of  a l locat ing food cost .

Ray Marr iott ,  member 1617 asked why there was a  loss of  $127,000 in funct ions.  Chris
Carson repl ied with the al locat ion of  costs  to that  area.

Chris  Carson noted the ‘Statement of  Service’  that  has been included in the report  for
the f i rst  t ime which is  now a requirement of  the audit .

7 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  A U D I T O R  
M O V E D  Chr is  Carson,  S E C O N D E D  John Di l lon that  Grant  Thornton be appointed as
Auditors  for  the year  ending 31 August  2024.  C A R R I E D

8 .  I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F  E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  C A N D I D A T E S

President :  Don MacDonald,  Glyn Palmer,  Paul  O’Ri ley
Vice President :  Grayson May
Treasurer :   Chris  Carson,   Br ian Lynch
Committee:  Tom Cormack,  Murray Dixon,  Paul  Lambert ,  Stephanie Lambert ,  Stephen
Leitch,  Andy MacDonald,  Ray Marr iott ,  Shelagh Thomas,  Don MacDonald,  Br ian Lynch
 Rachael  Ayl ing (Apology) ,  Paul  O’Ri ley,  Glyn Palmer,  Mark Southon (Apology) ,  Mart in
Thompson
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MINUTES FROM THE 
2023 AGM CONTINUED
9 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  S C R U T I N E E R S  F O R  E L E C T I O N S  
M O V E D  Don MacDonald,  S E C O N D E D  Dave Dalton that  John Di l lon is  the returning off icer
C A R R I E D

John Di l lon introduced the team of  scrut ineers .  Mick Pendlebury,  Kevin Laracy,  Al len
Whiteman,  Tr ish Gibson,  Kr is  Gething,  Col in Cowden.  Dave Dalton,  John Winter ,  Bruce
Hewitt ,  Brent  Morton,  Peter  Montgomerie.

M O V E D  John Di l lon,  S E C O N D E D  Glyn Palmer that  the scrut ineers  for  the 2023-24 elect ions
be approved.  C A R R I E D

1 0 .  N O T I C E S  O F  M O T I O N
                                                                                                                   
A m e n d m e n t  t o  r u l e  1 0

M O V E D  Chris  Carson,  S e c o n d e d  Don MacDonald that  Rule 10 be amended to
               

Amend Rule 10(b)  by delet ing the word ‘occupation’  and insert ing ‘gender’ ’ .1 .
Amend Rule 10(d)  by delet ing the last  sentence;  “al l  candidates shal l  be not i f ied of  the
result  by management” .

2.

Amend Rule 10(g)  by delet ing:  “elect ion of  candidates”  and subst i tute “processing the
duly s igned and nominated form’ .

3.

Delete Rule 10(h)4.
Renumber Rule 10(g)  to become Rules 10(c)and renumber Rule 10(J)  to  Rules 10(d)  to
Rule 10( i ) .  C A R R I E D

5.

Stephanie Lambert ,  member 6576 asked why include gender.  Chris  Carson repl ied for  direct
market ing purposes.

Tr ish Gibson.  Member 2455 asked i f  this  would lead to other  changes for  example gender
neutral  toi lets .  Chris  Carson repl ied there was no such plans.

Col in Gething,  member 1175 commented that  Taupo was doing this  instant  membership
already.

1 1 .  R e m i t  –  A l t e r a t i o n  t o  R u l e  1 7 a  ( E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e )
 
The proposal  proposed by Geoff  Brown,  member 1840 and seconded by Dave King member
2930 was.

Rule 17
Clause (a)  to  read.  “The governance and control  of  the club shal l  be conducted by an
Executive Committee compris ing:
( i )A President
( i i )A Vice President
( i i i )Two (2)  Trustees and 
( iv)Eight  (8)  Committee members.”

Geoff  Brown spoke to that  and after  consultat ion he withdrew the remit .  He asked for  a
review of  the role of  the Treasurer  which was agreed to by the Trustees.
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MINUTES FROM THE 
2023 AGM CONTINUED
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1 2 .   R e m i t  –  A d d i t i o n  t o  R u l e  1 7  –  ( E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e )

The proposal  proposed by Dave King,  member 2930 and seconded by Geoff  Brown,
member 1840 was.

Rule 17 (L)  to  read,

The Executive Committee compris ing of  the President ,  Vice President ,  two (2)  Trustees
and eight  (8)  committee members shal l  receive not  more than $30.00 inclusive of  GST in
any one month as remunerat ion.  The President  may also receive a  Club Hospital i ty  Card
not  exceeding $100.00 inclusive of  GST per  month.  The Vice-President  may also receive a
Club Hospital i ty  Card not  exceeding $50.00 inclusive of  GST per  month.  Management
col lect ively  may receive a  Club Hospital i ty  Card not  exceeding $50.00 inclusive of  GST
per month.

Dave King member 2930 advised that  they wanted the money to be spent  in  the club.

Geoff  Brown member 1840 said that  the amount that  would be saved is  $750,000 over
f ive years .

Phi l  Clarkson member 2591 asked how much the remunerat ion was.  Chris  Carson advised
it  was $53,000 per  annum which was paid less tax as  an income as per  the rules.

Glyn Palmer member 1430 advised that  as  a  committee member the money was placed on
his  membership card and used within the club.

Shelagh Thomas member 8521 advised as a  committee member the money was placed on
her  membership card and spent  within the club.

Murray Dixon member 6254 advised he was against  the remit  as  i t  shows a lack of  respect
for  the work that  the executive committee members did.

Lyn Booker  member 2382 advised that  she perceived this  as  a  bar  tab which could be
used in the future.

John Di l l ion member 1240 advised there was a  considerable amount of  work that  the
committee members do and this  is  a  smal l  compensat ion for  that .

Kr is  Gething member 3877 disagreed with the way the remit  was wri t ten but  agreed with
the pr inciple of  i t .

Ross Ryan member 8494 was ok with the amount currently  as  spent  on dr inks.

Chris  Carson pointed out  that  the last  sentence regarding management could not  be
enforced as i t  is  in  employment contracts  and that  the Treasurer  t i t le  was not  included
posit ions l isted in  the remit .



MINUTES FROM THE 
2023 AGM CONTINUED
Dave King member 2930 amended the remit  to  remove the last  sentence and i t  now
reads.

Rule 17 (L)  to  read,
The Executive Committee compris ing of  the President ,  Vice President ,  two (2)  Trustees
and eight  (8)  committee members shal l  receive not  more than $30.00 inclusive of  GST in
any one month as remunerat ion.  The President  may also receive a  Club Hospital i ty  Card
not  exceeding $100.00 inclusive of  GST per  month.  The Vice-President  may also receive
a Club Hospital i ty  Card not  exceeding $50.00 inclusive of  GST per  month.

M O V E D  Dave King,  S E C O N D E D  Geoff  Brown 

Dave King further  amended the remit  to  include the posit ion of  Treasurer  and i t  now
reads:

Rule 17 (L)  to  read,
The Executive Committee compris ing of  the President ,  Vice President ,  Treasurer ,  two (2)
Trustees and eight  (8)  committee members shal l  receive not  more than $30.00 inclusive
of  GST in any one month as remunerat ion.  The President  may also receive a  Club
Hospital i ty  Card not  exceeding $100.00 inclusive of  GST per  month.  The Vice-President
may also receive a  Club Hospital i ty  Card not  exceeding $50.00 inclusive of  GST per
month.

Moved Br ian Kirkwood member 1327,  Seconded Geoff  Brown member 1840 that
amendments to rule 17 (L)  be accepted.  C A R R I E D  72 votes for ,  46 votes against .

1 3 .  R e m i t  –  A d d i t i o n  t o  R u l e  1 8  –  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  D u t i e s  a n d  P o w e r s .
 
The proposal  made by Geoff  Brown member 1840 and seconded by Tom Cormack
member 4345 was.

Rule 18

Clause ‘K’  to  read:  “Any plan for  a  Club Asset  valued at  $150,000 or  more,  that  is
proposed to be disposed of ,  a  new addit ion (new bui ld) ,  upgraded or  sold must  f i rst  be
presented to and approved by a  major i ty  of  51% of  members in  attendance at  e i ther  an
AGM or  a  special  AGM cal led for  that  purpose.

Further ,  the total  value of  such expenditure shal l  not  be divided into lesser  amounts to
avoid members approval .”

M O V E D  Geoff  Brown member 1840,  S E C O N D E D  Tom Cormack member 4345 that  the
addit ion to Rule 18 be approved C A R R I E D

1 1 .  G E N E R A L  B U S I N E S S
Tom Cormack member 4345 mentioned there was no mention in  the minutes of  the last
AGM that  Denis  Key was made a l i fe  member.

D o n  M a c D o n a l d  c l o s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  1 2 : 3 5 p m
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MINUTES FROM THE 
2024 SGM

Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club Page 12

Minutes of  the Special  General  Meeting of  the Incorporated Society held in  the Club
Rooms 
26th May 2024 at  11am
 
APOLOGIES:  Rachel  Ayl ing (1496) ,  Kay Southon (6007)  
 
The President  Mr Don MacDonald (1450)  presided over  a  meeting of  approximately  190
members.
 
Don MacDonald opened the Meeting and thanked everyone for  attending.  The Executive
had been reviewing al l  aspects  of  the club’s  membership and operat ions with a  v iew to get
the club back on i ts  feet  after  the past  few years  post  covid economic environment.
Don then explained that  the sole purpose of  this  meeting was to obtain member approval
to amend the annual  fees payable by members.

I t  was MOVED Murray Dixon (6254)  SECONDED Glyn Palmer (1430)  “That  the membership
dues of  $36.00 for  ful l  members and $12.00 for  Senior  members be replaced with $40.00
for  ful l  membership and $25.00 for  Senior  membership.”

Murray presented the Executives reasons for  the need for  change,  i t  was noted that  the
current  fee structure had been in place for  18 years  without  any changes and with the
changing demographic there is  now a need to increase the fees,  the fa i lure to review them
in the past  has meant  that  the increase needed is  much bigger  than may have otherwise
been.  
 
Lynn Booker  (7749 agrees that  the amount of  the subscr ipt ion is  ok however  considers
that  the di f ference between the subscr ipt ion increases of  standard to senior  Membership
is  too high and is  essential ly  penal is ing senior  Membership.  Offered some alternat ive
suggest ions,  i .e .  L i fe  Members paying a subscr ipt ion and moving the age f rom 60 to 65.
 
Joan Foley (4271)asked why i t  has taken so long to address and why changes hadn’t  been
made ear l ier .  Asked i f  we had looked at  ways to increase revenue from outside area or
making the increase apply to new members and leaving current  members at  exist ing rates.  
 
Phi l l ip  Hone (7249)  asked i f  and what  considerat ion was given to moving the age f rom 60
to 65?
 
Vivienne Forster  (8652)  suggested al l  overheads need to be looked at .  
 
Gary Kirkland (1460)  asked whether  the Executive had considered the backlash f rom
members who were big dr inkers  in  the club and were opposed to the change.  
 
Mart in  Purdy (3534)  mentioned the inf lat ion rate on the subs set  18 years  ago would now
be a di f ference of  55% and asked what  we are doing to attract  new members and br ing
new members in .
 
Loretta  Mart in (5210)  concerned that  the club is  not  feel ing l ike a  family ,  does not  feel
there is  value for  the fee and lacks community .  Staf f  etc  has changed the feel ing and
people are not  hear ing about  the club.  We need to be looking after  our  seniors  as  the club
is  an important  social  connection for  them.
 



Patr ic ia  Burgess (3900)  Strongly,  opposes the remit  and is  concerned that  al l
members were not  not i f ied.  
 
Ray Marr iott  (1617)  Said he was not  happy with the language used in the support ing
information suppl ied by the Executive,  feels  that  i t  is  insult ing to seniors .  Suggests
that  the age bracket  should move to 65 and Executive should review what  they are
doing with the funds,  i .e .  the membership draw.  Suggests  i t  should be reduced.
 
Geoff  Brown (1840)  supports  the remit  a l though has other  suggest ions regarding
ways the club can better  i ts  f inancial  posit ion.
 
Rob Logie (2218)  Supports  the remit ,  the Executive is  t ry ing to move the Club
forward.
 
Glynn Palmer (1430)  Remit  Seconder:  Supports  the remit  and suggests  that  to  avoid
this  s i tuat ion going forward,  the fees should be reviewed at  each AGM. He also
assured members that  the Executive were looking at  a l l  aspects  of  and some
suggest ions that  had been put  the meeting were already in  place such as two-t ier
pr ic ing so that  non-members using the club paid more that  sub paying members.
 
Murray Dixon (6254)  Right  of  Reply:  Urged members to consider  what  value they put
on their  membership and the future of  the club.  He also urged anyone who may
struggle with the change to reach out  ( in  conf idence) .
 
Don MacDonald put  the motion to the meeting:  
I t  was MOVED Murray Dixon (6254)  SECONDED Glyn Palmer (1430)   “That  the
membership dues of  $36.00 for  ful l  members and $12.00 for  senior  members be
replaced with $40.00 for  ful l  membership and $25.00 for  senior  membership.”
With a  show of  hands being close,  i t  was decided to put  i t  to  a  secret  bal lot .  
 
Don MacDonald asked for  scrut ineers  f rom the f loor .  
 
Abstained:  
Don MacDonald (1450)  President ,  L i fe  Member
Dave Dalton (1246)  Trustee,  Li fe  Member
John Di l lon (1257)  Trustee,  Li fe  Member
Lisa Beighton (3389)  General  Manager
 
Returning Off icer :  John Di l lon (1257)  Trustee,  Li fe  Member 
 
Scrut ineers :  
Rob Logie (2218)  Member
Jim Poole (14408)  Member
 
Results  of  the vot ing:  For  108,  Against  78 –  Motion Carr ied.
 
Don MacDonald thanked the members for  their  attendance and declared the meeting
closed at  12.01pm

MINUTES FROM THE 
2024 SGM CONTINUED
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TREASURER'S REPORT 2024
First off, I would like to acknowledge that this has been a very trying and difficult year for the
club, despite that, with your support we have managed to get some positive results and a big
thank you must go to all the staff, executive and the members, who have supported us in the
last twelve months. 

Given where we were in the early part of the year, the finances required careful management
and to assist with this the budget was revised in January 2024 to reflect the current climate of
New Zealand.

Now for some official stuff from me: The audited summary financial statements for the 2023/24
are set out on pages 16 to 20 of the annual report, and the unqualified audit report is on pages
21 to 22. The detailed 2023/24 financial statements upon which the summary financial
statements are derived, are available on request from the Club’s General Manager or at the
Club’s reception.

The club had a revised budget for a net deficit of $187,875 for the year ended 31 August 2024.
The audited results show a net deficit of $25,728. 

Total Trading revenue from exchange transactions for 2023/24 was $7,373,415. This was
made up of the following: Bar and off Sales $2,041,569, Arcadia $1,112,182, Functions
$340,324, Gaming Machines $3,546,289 Raffles $195,785, TAB $14,560, Housie $114,621 and
Other Trading Revenue $8,086 
 
Cost of Goods Sold and Direct Expenses for 2023/24 was $4,327,040. This was made up of the
following: Bar and off Sales $1,304,465, Restaurant, Café, Barista and Functions $30,746,
Arcadia $1,242,841, Functions $293,796, Gaming Machines $1,243,401, Raffles $115,477, TAB
$27,966, Housie $63,961 and Other Trading Expenses $4,387
 
We have had to meet increases in most of our operating expenses, these include rates, water,
power & gas, as well as Insurance, just the same as any household in New Zealand. 
 
Cashflow was carefully managed during this financial year and after an initial increase to the
overdraft facility in February, all payments to creditors are now being made on time. At year
end, we are pleased to say that the club’s bank balance is positive, and we have not needed to
draw on our overdraft facility for a the last few months.
 
We have reduced the loan by another $229,232 and we hope to be in a position to reduce it
again before the end of this financial year.
 
Another area of focus has been to ensure we are getting the best possible price for the
supplies and we have been able to negotiate some of these expense contracts favourably.
 
Bepoz and Restoke systems have helped to track inventory and provide further insight into
cost and possible saving the club has and will be able to make.
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The club has budgeted for a loss again in 2024/25 financial year, but with good trading winds
and tight control of expenses and your continued support, we hope to revise this to show a
budgeted profit in March 2025.

If you have any questions regarding the accounts, it would be appreciated if you could send
them to us prior to the AGM via generalmanager@cossieclubs.org.nz.

Brian Lynch, 
Treasurer



Upper Hutt RSA $10,000

College Sport Wellington $14,409
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DONATIONS AND 
GRANTS 2023/24



2023/24 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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AUDITORS REPORT
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Time for  us to ref lect  on the last  12 months.

We had a very successful  Poppy Week and Poppy Day in  Apri l  last  year  and the Anzac
Day dawn service was very wel l  attended,  including Labour Leader  Chris  Hipkins who
came back to the Cossie Club for  breakfast .  Thank you to those Poppy Day volunteers .

We have Rest  home vis i ts  with Denis  and his  assistants  carrying these out  monthly.

Our  Fr iday meat  raf f les  are wel l  supported as this  is  a  major  fund raiser  for  the RSA,  thank
you to al l  who support  this .  The Ode is  recited in  the funct ion room every Fr iday at
6.00pm, al l  are welcome.

I  would l ike to thank the Cossie Club management and staf f  for  their  support  throughout
the year .

We also assist  the Cossie Club welfare using the RSA van to t ransport  members to
Well ington and Lower Hutt  hospitals  as  required.  I f  you need this  assistance i t  can be
organised at  reception.

Along with Well ington RSA we are also involved with Trentham Camp welfare in
support ing the Trentham Camp Hub where we give support  and assistance to
servicemen,  women and their  famil ies  within Trentham Camp.  Hubs also operate in
Burnham Camp and Linton Camp with assistance f rom the RSA’s  in  those areas.

Lest  We Forget

Mick Pendlebury
President

RSA REPORT
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ADJUNCT REPORTS 23/24

What a  year  i t  has been.  Ear l ier  this  year  we went  on our  annual  weekend away tr ip  to
Taupo with lots  of  laughter  and fun.  Next  away tr ip  is  February where we wi l l  be t ravel ing
through the Forgotten Highway which wi l l  be a  blast  with over  25 of  us cruis ing up there
for  a  3  day tr ip.  

During the year  our  club have gathered for  dozens of  days t r ips throughout the Lower
North Is land meeting lots  of  great  new people.  

With our  membership and attendances steadi ly  increasing to over  60 act ive members
now the Cossie Riders  are becoming a strong adjunct .  

Many more r ides planned in the near  future including a Poker  Run.  Also,  a  big Christmas
lunch at  the Cossie Club in December which wi l l  be a  great  day of  fun and laughter .

Deano.

COSSIE RIDERS 2024
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ACraft  Beer  Club -  2024 Annual  Report

What  a  year  i t ’s  been for  our  craft  beer  adjunct  at  the Upper  Hutt  Cossie Club!  We kicked
things off  in  January with a  v is i t  f rom Kereru Brewing,  the OG Upper Hutt  brewery.  Chris
Mil ls ,  head brewer and owner,  has been a longstanding supporter  of  our  adjunct  and
played a crucial  role  in  gett ing i t  of f  the ground as one of  i ts  founding members.  I t ’s
always a  pleasure to have him join us.

Throughout the year ,  we’ve been lucky to host  some incredible breweries.  DNA not  only
shared their  brews with us but  also made kind donations that  wi l l  be raf f led off  at  our
annual  December char i ty  event .  Beer  Engine came with their  portable hand pul l  stat ion,
adding an extra  touch of  t radit ion to the night .  We also welcomed Roots,  Southpaw,
Mean Doses,  Northend,  and Heyday,  each br inging something unique to our  l ineup.

One of  the highl ights  of  the year  was our  f i rst -ever  “Beers  of  the World” night ,  presented
by the talented beer  author  Denise Garland.  I t  was a  fantast ic  evening,  and due to i ts
success,  we’re looking forward to making i t  a  regular  event  on our  calendar .

On the committee s ide,  we said farewel l  to  Phi l  Hone,  who has been a valued member of
our  team.  We’re excited to br ing in f resh energy with a  new member joining soon.

Looking ahead,  we’ve got  some excit ing events  l ined up.  October  br ings our  much-
ant icipated NZ Brewer’s  Fest  and our  annual  Fine Dining night ,  this  t ime catered by our
very own Cossie Club team.  We’re eager  to see what  Duane and his  crew have in  store for
us.  November wi l l  see our  AGM, fol lowed by our  December char i ty  night ,  which this  year
wil l  support  Kickstart ,  an incredible organizat ion helping young people in  the Upper  Hutt
community .  I ’m personal ly  connected to this  cause,  and I  know i t  wi l l  resonate with many
of  our  members as  wel l .

F inancial ly ,  we’ve faced some chal lenges this  year  with r is ing costs  and t ighter
restr ict ions on grants ,  which has made things tougher  than usual .  However ,  the rest  of
the committee and I  remain committed to del iver ing amazing monthly  events ,  and we’re
conf ident  the support  of  our  members wi l l  help us keep pushing forward.

Here’s  to another  year  of  great  beer ,  great  company,  and great  events .  Cheers  to the next
twelve months!

Evan (Craft  Beer  Club Chairman)
  

CRAFT BEER 2024
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This  year  has once again been quite chal lenging due to unpredictable weather
condit ions,  part icular ly  the disruptive southerly  winds that  have impacted many of  our
f ishing act iv i t ies .  Despite these setbacks,  our  dedicated members braved the adverse
condit ions,  and on occasion,  managed to return with a  reasonable catch.

On a more posit ive note,  our  boat  Cosmo has performed admirably in  al l  condit ions,
offer ing members extended t ime on the water ,  even when the weather  turned rough.
Our t rusty  Wynder Up continues to impress,  especial ly  with i ts  ef f ic ient  4-stroke motor ,
which not  only  boosts  performance but  also helps to mit igate r is ing petrol  costs .

 This  year ,  we also invested in a  ful l  rewire of  Wynder Up’s  t ra i ler ,  replaced i ts  wheel
bearings,  and made other  necessary upgrades.  Addit ional ly ,  we instal led a  new GPS/Fish
f inder ,  as  the previous one had served us wel l  for  25 years  had become unrel iable.  Many
thanks to the members who volunteered their  t ime and ski l ls  to  carry  out  these upgrades,
saving the adjunct  a  considerable amount in  labour  costs .

This  year ,  we once again part ic ipated in the Col in Boote Memorial  Chal lenge with the
Cast lepoint  Fishing Club,  in  honour of  our  esteemed former member.  The event  took
place over  the ANZAC weekend and was set  for  two days of  f ishing.

Day 1
 Unfortunately ,  the weather  didn’t  cooperate,  and the boats  were unable to get  out  to
sea.  Some members t r ied their  luck with surfcast ing,  but  the chal lenging condit ions
didn’t  y ield great  results .  However ,  we made the best  of  the day,  with some of  our
members issuing a golf ing chal lenge,  which we won by default  as  the opposit ion didn’t
show up.

Day 2
The second day was much more promising,  with calmer winds and better  condit ions.  Our
smal ler  boats  opted to f ish inshore,  target ing snapper,  gurnard,  and other  species,  whi le
Cosmo ventured further  of fshore to the larger  reefs .  Al l  of  our  boats  had success,
br inging in a  wide var iety  of  f ish,  including terakihi ,  t rumpeter ,  k ingf ish,  and blue cod.
However ,  with the opposit ion’s  larger  f leet  and local  knowledge,  the numbers game
ult imately  worked against  us.  While  we had to hand over  the t rophy once again,  the
competi t ion was much closer  than in previous years .  I t  was st i l l  a  fantast ic  weekend,  ful l
of  camaraderie  and,  as  always,  a  few f ishy tales were shared.

Our meeting nights  throughout the year  have been wel l -attended,  with members shar ing
stor ies  and t ips f rom their  f ishing adventures.  We’ve also been fortunate to have
generous raf f le  donations f rom our  members,  which have added a fun element to our
gatherings.  Special  thanks to Owen Johnson for  his  informative sessions on f ish f i l let ing
techniques and knife  sharpening,  which have been a highl ight .

Like many,  we’ve faced f inancial  chal lenges this  year ,  but  I  want  to extend my grat i tude
to al l  our  members for  their  continued support—whether  through raf f le  pr ize donations or
part ic ipat ion in  our  monster  raf f le ,  which raised over  $500 to help cover  adjunct
expenses.  

A heart fel t  thank you goes to Ross Donaldson,  our  di l igent  Boat  Master ,  for  his  t i reless
work in  managing boat  bookings,  overseeing repairs  and maintenance,  and ensuring that
our  vessels  are always in  top condit ion.

FISHING
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Thanks also to Gary Stal lard,  who has been fai thful ly  recording our  catches and keeping
members informed through our  website.  We look forward to our  end-of-year  funct ion in
January,  where we wi l l  celebrate our  top performers and encourage others  to compete
for  the t rophy next  year .

Our  dedicated Secretary,  Dave Davies,  deserves recognit ion for  his  hard work in  keeping
track of  members’  part ic ipat ion in  f ishing excursions and helping to manage our
adjunct’s  administrat ive needs.

I  would also l ike to thank our  Treasurer ,  Owen Johnson,  for  keeping us on track
f inancial ly  and for  successful ly  applying for  grants .  His  ef forts  have been vi tal  to  the
adjunct’s  continued success.

Last ly ,  our  Fr iday night  meetings have been invaluable for  networking and planning
upcoming f ishing tr ips,  both onshore and offshore,  despite the unpredictable weather
we’ve faced this  year .

To al l  our  members who have contr ibuted in var ious ways throughout the year—thank
you.  Your  support  and enthusiasm are what  make our  adjunct  a  thr iv ing and enjoyable
place for  everyone involved.

Dave Murray
Commodore   

FISHING CONT...
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We've successful ly  navigated another  year ,  thanks to the dedicat ion and hard work of
your  elected committee.  Ann has once again been instrumental  in  the club's  success,
consistent ly  going above and beyond in her  role.  Brenda's  contr ibut ions as Secretary,
Gavin and Maryann's  ef forts  as  Selectors  and their  commitment to player  development,
and Faye,  Kar ina,  Carol ,  and Wayne's  volunteer  work have al l  been invaluable to the club.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  2 0 2 4  w e r e :
Chairperson  Wayne Corston
Treasurer        Ann Logie
Secretary       Brenda Brunning
Club Captain Ann Logie
Assistant         Gavin Goodwin
Committee     Faye Powell
                       Carol  Ant ipas
                       Kar ina Ki lkol ly
                       Wayne Freeman

Independent  Selector  -  MaryAnn Conlon

I  want  to express my s incere grat i tude to those who consistent ly  go the extra  mi le  to
make our  club nights  a  success.  Whether  i t 's  arr iv ing ear ly  to set  up or  staying late to
pack up,  your  dedicat ion is  invaluable.

Our  pr imary goal  is  to  create a  fun and inclusive environment where everyone can enjoy
the game of  indoor  bowls.  We str ive to model  the posit ive behaviors  we expect  f rom our
members,  such as respect ,  encouragement,  and a wi l l ingness to learn.

To achieve this ,  we need your  act ive part ic ipat ion.  Please be mindful  of  others ,  show
kindness and considerat ion,  and famil iar ize yoursel f  with the rules and et iquette of  the
game.  By working together ,  we can create a  thr iv ing community  where everyone feels
welcome and supported.

One of  the hal lmarks of  our  club is  our  welcoming atmosphere.  We encourage vis i tors
from other  clubs to join us for  c lub nights  or  pract ice sessions.  Let 's  make them feel  l ike
part  of  our  family  and continue to foster  the posit ive culture that  exists  within the wider
indoor bowls community .

To help our  members gain valuable experience and represent  our  club at  a  higher  level ,
we are pleased to offer  complimentary entry  to regional  events .  This  is  a  fantast ic
opportunity  to test  your  ski l ls  and meet  new people.

I  a lso want  to address the select ion process for  our  representat ive teams.  Our  dedicated
Club Captains and Independent  Selector  careful ly  evaluate each member 's  performance,
engagement with others ,  and understanding of  the rules.  This  unbiased process ensures
that  the most  qual i f ied individuals  are chosen to represent  our  club.

I  encourage everyone to continue contr ibut ing to the posit ive and inclusive culture of
our  club.  By working together  and support ing one another ,  we can create a  memorable
and enjoyable experience for  a l l .

INDOOR BOWLS
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INDOOR BOWLS CONT...
Results for this year are as follows:
Cossie Club:
Club Fours Winners: Wayne Corston, Rae Goodwin, Clive Allen, Heather Knight
Runners-up Don Britt, Terry Skerten, Karen Appleby, Sharon Drake

Club Triples Winners: Maryann Conlon, Ian McDonald, Robert Christieson
Runners-up: Colin Wolfsbauer, Carmel Power, Patty Rooke

Club Pairs Winners: Maryann Conlon, Carmel Power
Runners-up: Wayne Corston, Robert Christieson

Club Singles Winner: Ann Logie
Runner up: Carmel Power

Club Junior Singles Winner: Terry Antipas
Runner up: Heather Knight

Jean Johnston Memorial Trophy Winner: Brenda Brunning

Aggregate Winners:
           Skip’s             Ann Logie
           Three’s           Carol Antipas
           Two’s              Rae Goodwin
           Lead’s             Sharon Drake

The Kevin Rennie Memorial Cup was won by Ann Logie

Club Captain’s Trophy winner for a 1-5 year player progressing the furthest in Championship Singles: John
Freeman

Most Improved: Well done Heather Knight

Clubs NZ Ladies Championships
MaryAnn Conlon, Patty Rooke, Karina Kilkolly, Carmel Power, Ann Logie qualified
Singles. Carmel Power and Ann Logie last 16.

Upper Hutt Valley Association:
Representative Players – Roger Jones, Carmel Power, MaryAnn Conlon, Ann Logie, Karina Kilkolly, Terry
Skerten, Presley Williams.

MaryAnn Conlon, Ann Logie, Gavin Goodwin and Colin Wolfsbauer – runners-up Mixed Fours.

Roger Jones, Maryann Conlon - runners-up Closed Pairs

Presley Williams – Runner-up Henselite Singles and a number of semi-finals in other events.
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INDOOR BOWLS CONT...
Champion of Champion events:
Singles - Ann Logie, runner-up
Pairs - MaryAnn Conlon, Carmel Power, Winners

Triples - MaryAnn Conlon, Ian Macdonald, Robert Christieson, runners-up
Fours - Wayne Corston, Rae Goodwin, Clive Allen, Heather Knight, runners-up

Interclub:
MaryAnn Conlon, Karina Kilkolly, Rae Goodwin Fiona Godwin won C Grade Interclub.
Presley Williams was in the winning A Grade team.

It's been an absolute privilege to serve as Chairperson of this wonderful club for the past eight
years. I've learned so much and grown immensely in this role, thanks to the incredible support and
guidance of many.

I want to extend my sincere gratitude to Don Britt and Colin Wolfsbauer for their invaluable
knowledge and assistance. Their dedication to the club has been instrumental in my success. Ann
Logie, our tireless Club Captain, Treasurer, and Correspondence Secretary, has gone above and
beyond in her commitment to our members. And Maryann Conlon, whose positive spirit and
unwavering support have always been a source of inspiration.

These individuals, along with countless others, have shared their passion for bowls with me. Their
enthusiasm has fueled my own desire to make a difference.

I've witnessed firsthand the incredible impact this club has on its members. It's a place where friendships
are forged, skills are honed, and unforgettable memories are made.

Thank you all for your unwavering support and encouragement over the years. I'm truly grateful for
the opportunity to have been part of this amazing community.

Please bring a friend!, Wayne Corston, Past Chairperson
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Another  highly successful  year  for  our  Adjunct .Thanks again to those who worked so
hard in  organizing our  St  Patr ick’s  weekend tournament,  i t  went  of f  very wel l ,  and
everyone part ic ipated in the fancy costume competi t ion which saw some amazing outf i ts !

Thanks to the Committee for  their  commitment throughout the year ,  having a good
working committee means we run smoothly  and eff ic ient ly  making l i fe  easy for  everyone.
Again,  our  numbers have increased,  which is  very encouraging,  and thanks for  Sal ly  who
does the organis ing and training of  the new members,  they al l  great ly  appreciate her
pat ience and help,  and also our  adjunct  members who are always wi l l ing to help the
“newbies”.

The continued use of  the old restaurant  area on Fr iday afternoon is  working wel l  –  there
is  plenty of  room for  the 5-6 tables we regular ly  use,  and the separate area for  afternoon
tea is  a  bonus.  The mid-winter  lunch there was a  great  success.

Tuesday numbers have outgrown the Board room.

Steph Lambert
President   

MAH JONG
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SENIORS
This year has been rather a tough year. Unfortunately, some clubs no longer have adjuncts due to the
lack of membership after Covid. We had similar problems earlier in the year. However, after a lot of
hard work and a membership drive, our numbers are now looking good. 

I have to say it is due to a lot of work from Roz Britt and Brian Logan, who have encouraged our
Thursday bowlers to support us. We had 3 visiting clubs earlier in the year, being Petone
Workingmen's Club, Porirua Midweekers, and Levin Cossie Club. 

We reciprocated by visiting these clubs in return. We hope to visit Levin in November. We had one
competition twice a year against the Porirua Midweekers. This is the plate Porirua took away when
they visited us in March, and we brought the plate home when we visited in September.

This year, we as a committee appointed 2 Life Members. They were Albie Pollard, who unfortunately
passed away suddenly just prior to his presentation; we passed this on to his daughter. The other one
was Brian Logan for his support in organizing our indoor bowls. Albie Pollard organized our annual
trip to Mangaroa Vintage Machinery for our early get-togethers each year.

In June, we had a lovely social day out starting with a movie at Pauatahanui Cinema, then
Fisherman's Table for lunch, and finally to Waikanae Club for a coffee stop, then home. A special
thank you to Roz Britt for organizing this trip and to the Cossie for the use of their vans and our
voluntary drivers.

Our highlight of the year was our Annual Trip away for the Seniors Multi-Clubs get together. This year
it was held in Whanganui. 18 of us travelled up consisting of Pool Players and Indoor Bowlers; we
had a great time. Thank you to the 2 volunteer drivers, Terry and Lionel, and the Cossie Club for their
financial assistance and the use of 2 of their vans. A lot of work went into organizing this
accommodation and scenic trip. Thank you to Roz and our Treasurer Sue Kerr. We enjoyed a
relaxing trip on the Whanganui River Paddle Steamer on Wednesday morning before our return.

Finally, as President, I want to thank all our members for their support and participation in activities
and to my Committee for their assistance and support of all our activities, especially with raffles, our
shop run by Brenda Rennie, our coffee and tea servers run by Sandra Tomasi. I hope we have a
successful 2025, hopefully with more activities. Finally, I want to thank Clare Mudgway for all her
secretarial duties and organizing programmes.

Denis Oldridge
President Seniors Adjunct



Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club Page 33

SOCIAL DANCE
2024 has been another  successful  year  with Dance Lessons on Wednesday evenings and
End of  Month Dances every month.

The Upper  Hutt  Cossie Club End of  Month Dance is  wel l  known in the Well ington dance
community  and is  wel l  supported by regular  attendees who love the f r iendly atmosphere,
dance f loor  and faci l i t ies  the UHCC and the Dance Adjunct  provides.

The transit ion f rom being major ly  supported by the UHCC to being sel f  support ing has
been a di f f icult  progression and we have had to cut  costs  as  much as possible.  Our
Adjunct  now only has bands for  special  funct ions,  eg:  Spr ing Dance and Christmas
Dance,  and DJs for  our  regular  End of  Month Dances.

The Spring Dance was our  f i rst  ‘ themed dance’  event  for  2024 and was wel l  attended.
Music was by the band ‘Double Cl ick’  arguably one of  the best  dance bands in  New
Zealand.  Everyone always enjoys their  music and i ts  great  to  dance to.  As part  of  this
event ,  dancers  dressed up in colourful  c lothing which added to the atmosphere.  Dance
programs are displayed on the overhead projectors  to enable dancers  to see the
upcoming dances,  eg:  Waltz ,  Cha Cha,  Rock n Rol l ,  Royal  Empress Tango etc.  Everyone
enjoyed i t  and a wonderful  evening was had by al l .

With Christmas fast  approaching we are looking forward to another  great  event  for  our
Christmas Function.

Dance classes are taught  every Wednesday evening.  Our  teacher ,  Anne,  keeps up to date
with the new dances being taught  in  the dance community  and teaches a  good cross
sect ion of  dance styles.  To meet  costs ,  we have reduced our  two hour  paid tui t ion of
bal l room and sequence dancing to one hour.  We are now offer ing tui t ion of  ‘L ine
Dancing’  f rom 7.30 to 8.15pm. Line dancing is  a  popular  and growing dance style,  with
good music and no partner  is  required.  We have an excel lent  teacher  and we are hoping
this  wi l l  draw in more new people.

The Social  Dance Adjunct  is  st i l l  s t rong with a  good committee and is  f inancial ly  stable.
We offer  good dance tuit ion and fun End of  Month dances.  We are thankful  for  the
support  the UHCC give to us and we hope to develop and progress further  in  2025.

John Wil l iams
President  UHCC Social  Dance Adjunct
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Well ,  what  a  year  so far .  We started the year  having around 12 players  each night  to
f inishing with up to 25 per  night  in  the last  two months.

We have played most  of  our  t rophy’s  this  year  with some awesome darts  played.

The adjunct  has played two games against  Carterton RSA Club with Cossie Social  Darts
coming out  on top,  winning both games and retaining the trophy.

We have played Himatangi  once with a  reply  on the 13th October  at  Himatangi .  Results  to
fol low.

The Adjunct  played the Cricket  Adjunct  on 6th October  with Social  Darts  winning by one
game.

Jim Poole 
President  Social  Darts

SOCIAL DARTS

As we come to the close of  2024 i ts  t ime to ref lect  upon the last  12 months.

I  wish to thank al l  the regular  steady punters  for  backing Sport  of  Kings and the new
members that  have come along this  year .

We have had some good punting Saturdays and some very bad ones,  with points  scored
less than 15 on two occasions.  I  think we al l  need to do some ser ious horse studying.

We have once again competed with our  f r iends f rom the Pori rua Club in our  Bi  Annual
interclub chal lenge.  Unfortunately  losing the trophy at  home in our  second game,  with a
very close loss.  We wi l l  return to Pori rua in  November,  and we once again look forward to
a great  day of  punting.

A group went  to the Well ington races and had a great  day,  and 12 of  our  SOK members
joined together  and went  on a t r ip  to Adelaide to attend two race meetings.  They had a
good t ime.

Thank you to al l  our  members for  your  continued support .  Also,  a  massive thanks to
everyone who assists  on a  regular  basis  to  make our  act iv i t ies  a  success,  especial ly  our
hardworking Committee:  Br ian Lynch,  Bronwyn Hiku,  Fiona Skinner ,  Dean Mal l inder ,
Kevin Jel lymen and Brent  Duffy .

Happy Punting!

Tr ish Lynch
Chief  Stewardess

SPORT OF KINGS
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2024 has been a good year  for  the Theatre Adjunct  with almost  100 f inancial  members,
al though st i l l  down on pre-Covid numbers,  with the annual  subs remaining at  $15.
We continue to run our  own monthly  Adjunct  raf f le  at  our  meetings,  thanks to Jan Hunt
and Karlenia Chin,  which helps to of fset  some non-recoverable costs ,  such as booking
fees.

We have opted out  of  the Club Fr iday/Saturday raf f les  for  this  next  f inancial  year  due to
the roster  being changed to i r regular  weekends throughout the year .
The group has enjoyed attending a wide var iety  of  some 27 events,  including our  Xmas
and Mid -Winter  dinners.  

Venues have included Circa in  the CBD Well ington,  Operatunity  in  Lower Hutt  and Mana
Litt le  theatre,  using ei ther  a  bus or  shutt le  companies with the aim of  gett ing best  pr ices,
for  our  door  to door  t ransport .

We have supported local  productions at  Expressions,  Hutt  Repertory and Heretaunga
players  at  Upstage.

Major  highl ights  include our  annual  attendance at  WOW at  the TSB arena,  and the Best
Exot ic  Marigold Hotel  at  the newly renovated St .James theatre,  securing the best  seats ,
by booking very ear ly ,  when we were able to take the opportunity .

Two quiz  evenings were successful ly  run by Sue Hazelwood again,  with the Adjunct
providing chocolate pr izes,  and the usual  refreshments.  We are very appreciat ive for
Sue’s  ef forts  towards test ing our  knowledge,  or  lack of  i t  as  the case maybe ! !

My thanks to Pam Taylor ,  our  very able Treasurer  for  providing an excel lent  set  of
accounts,  enabl ing us to assess how we are progressing every month,  a lso arranging the
transport ,  a long with a  myriad of  other  tasks too numerous to mention.

Thank you to Penny Jones for  taking on the role of  compil ing a possible program for  the
Adjunct ,  and making the consequent  bookings,  and subsequently  keeping members
informed by emai l .

Over  the last  few years ,  the Theatre Adjunct  has made huge progress in  communicat ion
via emai ls ,  providing informative booking sheets ,  which are regular ly  avai lable on the
club not ice boards,  a long with internet  banking.

Two committee members have recently  resigned,  Kar lenia Chin and Penny Jones,  we are
very grateful  for  their  valuable contr ibut ions to the funct ioning of  the Theatre Adjunct ,
and hopeful  of  some volunteers  to take their  place at  our  AGM in November.

Frances Tyson
President

THEATRE & EVENTS
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‘Spr ing’  is  in  the Air  and ‘Summer’s ’  around the corner .  Let ’s  get  Travel l ing!
When we travel  as  an adjunct  i t  is  a lways good to be able to have tasty  food for  lunch,
have good companionship and be able to go to di f ferent  places.
To go to places,  we are rel iant  on input  and support  f rom Members to be able to make
dest inat ions happen.  So please,  Members,  your  input  is  welcome.

This  year  2023/24,  besides our  usual  v is i t ing places,  we had some di f ferent  s i tes  to see.
A few were;
The Kahutara Museum – We went  there after  enjoying a luncheon of  f resh Fish & Chips
at  the Lake Ferry  Hotel .Not  everyone knew what  k ind of  Museum i t  was.  And,  we were
lucky on the way back home,  that  no-one had an upset  tummy.
Kapit i  Chocolate –  was a  place that  most  members knew about  but  had not  v is i ted.
Aperi t i f  Wine Bar  & Eatery –  We went  there in  Winter  and had an excel lent  lunch indoors.
We wi l l  def ini tely  v is i t  there again in  Summer,  as  their  outside area looked invit ing.
Pori rua Hospital  Museum – i t  was an eye-opener  about  how and why i t  was label led a
‘Mental  Inst i tut ion’ .  Scary instruments,  pract ices and rooms,  used in ear l ier  t imes,  were
mind boggl ing.

The Annual  Week-End Tr ip for  the Year ,  taken September,  was to re  v is i t  New Plymouth,
which past  year  Members v is i ted in  2017.  Our  numbers were smal l ,  but  i t  meant  we got
to know each other  more,  personal ly .  
Next  Years’  Week-End Tr ip away,  was voted in as  ‘We are going to Tauranga’

Thank you to you,  our  Adjunct  members,  Committee members,  for  your  support  and to
the Upper  Hutt  Cossie Club and their  staf f ,  for  contr ibut ing to our  success in  var ious
ways.

 Robyn Dalton

TRAVEL

NEW PLYMOUTH AT TE REWA REWA BRIDGE
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No tr ips away within this  f inancial  year  but  we do have our  5-day tr ip  to Hawkes Bay this
November.  

We did have three day tr ips however :  the Wairarapa Harvest  Fest ival  to  Gladstone,  Rose
Day at  Matahiwi  Winery in  Masterton and our  annual  winery/ lunch out ing at
Mart inborough.  Al l  were amazing days out  as  usual  with good attendance.  A big thank
you to our  wonderful  bus dr iver ,  John McNal ly  too.

We had a couple of  tast ing night  highl ights  over  the year ,  namely our  inaugural  Gin
evening in November and a special  Fr iday evening with Peter  Lehmann Wines f rom South
Austral ia  in  June with Richard Stott  presenting.  No one left  sober  those evenings,  both
were extremely entertaining too.

Other  winer ies  that  attended during the year  were Askerne Wines,  Hawkes Ridge Winery,
Stonecroft  Winery,  Clearview Estate (al l  f rom Hawkes Bay) ,  Pal l iser  Estate,  Big Sky Wines,
Te Hera Winery,  Coney Wines,  Stad_Ko Wines (al l  f rom Mart inborough),  Giesen Wines
(our  only  Marlborough winery) ,  Wet  Jacket  f rom Central  Otago,  Nga Par i  f rom Gladstone,
Matawhero Wines f rom Gisborne,  our  regular  Victor  f rom Confidant  Ltd (showing
beauti ful  Portuguese wines)  and a champagne evening with EuroVintage.

Our member,  Jeff  Calton,  provided tast ing wine again f rom his  own cel lar ,  del ic ious big
reds.  Great  job Jeff .

Other  highl ights  were the Melbourne Cup Day,  which is  a lways a  lot  of  fun,  our
vegetar ian and tapas evenings and our  Christmas dinner .The ki tchen staf f  a lways do a
lovely  job so a  big thank you to them.

Of  course,  we had our  three annual  BBQ’s which is  a lways a  great  social  t ime.  Our  regular
cooks (Dave Barrett  and Robin Barnes)  doing the usual  wonderful  cooking yet  again,  a
big thank you to you both.

Our annual  quiz/bl ind tast ing evening was fun too with Just ine Jel lyman and Donna
Stunel l  providing their  usual  t r icky quest ions.  This  was our  annual  char i ty  evening also
and we donated $500 to the Club’s  char i ty ,  Kickstart ,  this  year .  A new highl ight  for  this
evening was a  shared paint ing with al l  who attended adding their  masterstrokes.  This
was later  auct ioned and sold for  $165 (going towards the char i ty) .   A  huge thank you to
Diane Del le  Vergin for  providing her  t ime and al l  the mater ials  for  this  fun Pinot  Picasso
masterpiece.

Our committee remained the same with Just ine Jel lyman,  who continues to do a fabulous
job as t reasurer ,  Pat  Davies as  secretary,  Jane Frederickson,  Donna Stunel l ,  Dave Barrett ,
Dave Pul lar ,  Debbie Paul  and Glen Calogaras.  F iona Campbel l  cont inues to run our
Facebook page too.  A big thank you to you al l .

Last ly ,  thank you to al l  our  members for  support ing the Wine Club and the winer ies  that
attend,  i f  you do not  attend and purchase wine,  we would not  have a club at  a l l .

Christ ine Clouston,  
Head Taster

WINE CLUB
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B a c k :  Rachel  Ayl ing,  Stephen Leitch,  Murray Dixon,  Shelagh Thomas,  Paul  O'Ri ley,
Glyn Palmer,  Mark Southon,  Stephanie Lambert .
F r o n t :  L isa Beighton (General  Manager) ,  Br ian Lynch (Treasurer) ,  Grayson May
(Vice President)  Don MacDonald (President) ,  John Di l lon (Trustee) ,  David Dalton
(Trustee)

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  2 0 2 3 / 2 4

G u e s s  t h e  N u m b e r  o f
E g g s  W i n n e r  

Congratulat ions Daniel le

B I G  B O U N C E  D A Y
The biggest  k ids of  the day!

H U R R I C A N E S  v s  C H I E F S  S E M I  F I N A L
Passionate supporters  Paul  & Darlene

N Y E ' s  2 0 2 3  -  
Paint  the Club Green

T H E Y ' V E  E A R N E D  A  D B !
Joshua & Andy enjoying a

"coldie”




