




PRESIDENT
Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

G R A Y S O N  M A Y

I have been honoured to represent you as Vice President for the past two
years. Through this role I have enjoyed being an integral part of our club’s
journey through some challenging times. Our team has made great progress
in moving the club ahead, and I look forward to your continued support as I
run for President. I am eager to build upon this experience, leading our club
into a new era of growth and stability while staying true what matters most
to our members.

As our club evolves, we face the challenge of changing with the times and
preserving the cherished traditions that have define our club. Our goal is
look provide and look after our long-standing members, while also
broadening our reach to welcome new demographics and the fresh
perspectives that will secure our future.

I am dedicated to ensuring that our members continue to enjoy a rewarding
club experience while also creating an environment that invites younger
members and families into our Cossie community. By balancing these
priorities, we can build a vibrant, inclusive club that will stand strong for
generations to come.

As President, I would foster an open, inclusive environment where every
member feels heard and valued. By working together, we can create
something truly special for all members to enjoy. 

Let’s bring our club back to the forefront of Upper Hutt’s hospitality scene
and continue building a legacy we can all be proud of.

Thank You for your vote





PRESIDENT
Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

G L Y N  P A L M E R
Hi,  I ’m hoping for  your  vote to be the next  President  of  this  great  Club.
After  decades of  inert ia  Upper  Hutt  is  once again a  growing City ,  both
with populat ion growth and with business conf idence but  sadly our
Club is  a  bi t  s low in fol lowing suit .

Upper  Hutt ’s  demographic is  vast ly  di f ferent  to what  i t  was 15,  even 10,
years  ago –  i t  is  younger,  more cultural ly  diverse and more part icular  in
i ts  choices of  entertainment then i t  ever  has been in i ts  ent i re  history,
and what  is  our  Club doing about  that? Frankly  not  enough at  the
moment,  and TBH the management team don’t  have the t ime at  the
moment because they are too busy having to get  spending under
control ,  reduce costs  and make sure the Club is  running as smooth as i t
can be (admittedly a  very hard 24x7 job in  i tsel f ) .

WHAT CAN WE DO? I  hear  you yel l  –  because I  know that  you,  l ike me,  want  to see the
Club survive for  at  least  a  few more generat ions ( I  hope one day my Granddaughter  wants
to join,  she’s  2  –  and cute) .  

The other  day one of  my f r iends looked around at  the number of  people that  were in  the
Club,  pul led his  membership card out  of  his  wal let  and said,  “ i t ’s  start ing to feel  l ike a
l ibrary card”.  Let ’s  make the Club excit ing again.

The Club currently  has a  sub-committee cal led ‘Future Direct ions’ ,  basical ly  this
committee is  tasked with recommending the commercial  direct ion the Club needs to go.
Good idea on paper  –  t rouble is  that  i t  a lways seems to consist  of  Executive members with
an average age of  60+ (or  there abouts) .  Scrap this  ant iquated sub-committee and get  a
working party  of  members who want  to see the club blossom, members who may have
bri l l iant  ideas but  don’t  want  to be part  of  the governance (Executive) .  

Our  new Manager  has done a great  job of  gett ing us back on track when i t  comes to
communicat ions,  Lisa has ini t iated a programme of  being more open with the members
and lett ing them know what’s  going on,  I  applaud her  for  that  as  that  was part  of  my
platform last  year .  I  encourage that  to  continue but  I  wi l l  a lso encourage people to ask
quest ions of  the Management and Executive throughout the year  and provide the means
to do so and make sure you get  a  response ( i t  may not  be what  you want  to hear  –  but  you
wil l  get  a  response,  guaranteed) .  

Events  and Promotions st i l l  need some work ( i t  is  an ongoing project  of  the new
management) ,  our  l ive entertainment opt ions won’t  appeal  to  future members we’re t ry ing
to attract  –  70’s  And 80’s  generic  t r ibute bands and bands continuously  doing the club
circuit  have their  place in  the calendar  but  they won’t  attract  new blood.  Let ’s  organise a
batt le  of  the bands competi t ion to showcase the talent  we have in  the Val ley and get  a
new generat ion of  members coming through the door .

Thanks for  taking the t ime to read this  and i f  you agree with my thoughts,  please vote for
me.
 





Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

VICE PRESIDENT
P A U L  O ' R I L E Y
Hello,  For  those of  you that  don’t  know me,  I  have been a member for
34 years .  I  love the Cossie club.  I t  has been a big part  of  my l i fe .

I  have been sel f  employed my whole l i fe  and know what  i t  takes to
succeed.
I  am seeking my fourth term on the executive.  I t  has been a pr iv i lege to
represent  you.  I  enjoy putt ing t ime back into the club.

I  am committed to our  members and this  year  I  am also running for  v ice
president .  With my years  in  the club,  I  feel  I  can do the job.  Backing
the president ,  I  understand what  you want .  Value and fairness and
when a member have concerns,  I  deal  with i t  and fol low i t  through.

I f  you have t ime,  the club AGM is  important ,  we need members to get
involved in the club.

Please and thank you

Hello members,
My name is  Shelagh Thomas and I  would real ly  l ike to represent  you the
club membership on the executive committee.  

I  have enjoyed being a club member for  a lmost  4  years .  I  am passionate
about  seeing the club retain i ts  unique identi ty ,  however  I  would  a lso
l ike  to  see that  i t  grows in new and excit ing direct ions to attract  new
members and to ensure a  prosperous future for  you al l  to  enjoy.   
                                              
I  am Scott ish born and raised and came to NZ in 1981.  I  t ra ined as a
registered nurse in  Scotland.    For  the last  22 years  I  have worked in the
operat ing theatres at  Hutt  Hospital .

 I  have been in a  professional  leadership and management role for  the
past  14 years  managing the ster i le  services department  of  the theatre
environment.  In  my professional  working l i fe  I  am an executive member
of  the NZSSA and held the role of  president .  I  have experience in staf f
management,  f inancial  management and strategic planning and
educational  development.  Al l  those ski l ls  would be of  benef i t  i f  I  were
elected to the executive committee.   

I f  you asked those who worked for  me they would say that  I  am open,
honest  and fair  to  everyone and very Scott ish.  I  am a mother  of  two
adult  chi ldren and grandmother  of  seven.  Please consider  me for  your
vote.

S H E L A G H  T H O M A S





Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

TREASURER

Hi everybody,

The year  has been chal lenging and would l ike to thank al l  the
member whom have come up to me and asked how I  have been going
and have given their  support  behind me as the Club Treasurer .

I  have enjoyed the chal lenge and are looking forward to another  year
of  hard work with the staf f  and executive,  in  turn around this  club
and making i t  a  great  place to be.

I  am extremely passionate about  our  Cossie club and I  want  to see i t
move forward.

I  excited about  the club’s  future and welcome the year  ahead,  as
your  unopposed Club Treasurer .

Thanking you

( E L E C T E D  U N A P P O S E D )

B R I A N  L Y N C H



Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Hi,  I ’m Joshua Ayl ing.  I  was born and raised in Upper  Hutt  and currently
work as a  Production Foreman at  Robertson Engineering on
Montgomery Crescent .  

I ’m marr ied to Daniel le ,  a  property  lawyer—and yes,  I  made sure to get
her  permission before s igning up for  this !

With my s ister  Rachael  stepping down from the committee due to her
busy work and family  commitments,  I  fe l t  i t  was the perfect  opportunity
to step up and contr ibute.  I ’m excited about  the chance to br ing f resh
energy and ideas to the committee whi le  continuing the family’s
connection to the club.

I have been a club member for more than 20 years. I belong to Sport of Kings & RSA
adjuncts. 

From a career aspect, my background is in process design, logistics, training &
development. I’m currently employed by Kiwirail as a Senior Business Analyst. 

 
Twelve months ago, I humbly sought your support to be your representative on the
Club Executive and you honored me with your support. Twelve months on, our
club is a multimillion-dollar business and still needs a diverse and positively
focused team, with the right combination of skills, to govern and manage it
effectively and I once again seek your support to continue this work, representing
you, as an Executive Committee member. 

 
My vision for the Club has not changed. I want our Club to be seen as the ‘hub’ of
Upper Hutt. To achieve that, all of us need to work together, making it relevant to
current and future members– making it a place where we all feel we belong and
where our members, our executive and our management work together to make it
the best club possible. I humble ask for your continued support to achieve this
vision.

J O S H U A  A Y L I N G

M U R R A Y  D I X O N



Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

I  am currently  a  member of  the Executive and running for  a  fourth term.

I  have been a member of  the Cossie for  over  25 years ;  am a Just ice of  the
Peace,  a  successful  business person for  30 years ,  and am a volunteer  at  the
Hospice Shop in Upper  Hutt .  

I  am standing again for  the Executive,  as  the Cossie Club with i t ’s  new
management and pol ic ies  implemented over  the year ,  has made s ignif icant
progress,  and I  would l ike to be a  part  of  this  continuing improvement and
growth of  the Club.  

Currently  President  of  the Mah Jong Adjunct ;  member of  craft  beer  and wine
adjuncts .

S T E P H A N I E  L A M B E R T

Hi I 'm Andy MacDonald,  and I ’m running for  a  spot  on our  Executive
Committee.  I ’ve been part  of  our  club for  many years ,  helping out  with
maintenance,  giving a hand to our  staf f ,  and making sure new
members feel  welcome.
 
I ’m a bui lder  by t rade and currently  work at  our  nat ional  museum Te
Papa maintaining the museum and several  other  bui ldings.
 
I ’m the guy you can come to with any quest ions about  the club.  Now,  I
want  to do more.  I  want  to be on the Committee to stand up for  a l l  of
us,  making sure our  club is  the best  place i t  can be.
 
I 'm ready to take on this  chal lenge and be voice for  our  members.  I ’m
asking for  your  vote to make sure our  club stays a  great  place for
everyone.

A N D R E W  M A C D O N A L D



Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
G R A Y S O N  M A Y

I  have been honoured to represent  you as Vice President  for  the
past  two years .  Through this  role  I  have enjoyed being an integral
part  of  our  club’s  journey through some chal lenging t imes.  Our
team has made great  progress in  moving the club ahead,  and I
look forward to your  continued support  as  I  run for  President .  I  am
eager  to bui ld upon this  experience,  leading our  club into a  new
era of  growth and stabi l i ty  whi le  staying true what  matters  most  to
our  members.

As our  club evolves,  we face the chal lenge of  changing with the
t imes and preserving the cherished tradit ions that  have def ine our
club.  Our  goal  is  look provide and look after  our  long-standing
members,  whi le  also broadening our  reach to welcome new
demographics and the f resh perspect ives that  wi l l  secure our
future.

I  am dedicated to ensuring that  our  members continue to enjoy a
rewarding club experience whi le  also creat ing an environment
that  invites  younger  members and famil ies  into our  Cossie
community .  By balancing these pr ior i t ies ,  we can bui ld a  v ibrant ,
inclusive club that  wi l l  stand strong for  generat ions to come.
As President ,  I  would foster  an open,  inclusive environment where
every member feels  heard and valued.  By working together ,  we
can create something truly  special  for  a l l  members to enjoy.  
Let ’s  br ing our  club back to the forefront  of  Upper  Hutt ’s
hospital i ty  scene and continue bui lding a legacy we can al l  be
proud of .
Thank You for  your  vote,  Grayson May

Hello,  For  those of  you that  don’t  know me,  I  have been a member for  34
years .  I  love the Cossie club.  I t  has been a big part  of  my l i fe .
I  have been sel f  employed my whole l i fe  and know what  i t  takes to
succeed.

I  am seeking my fourth term on the executive.  I t  has been a pr iv i lege to
represent  you.  I  enjoy putt ing t ime back into the club.

I  am committed to our  members and this  year  I  am also running for  v ice
president .  With my years  in  the club,  I  feel  I  can do the job.  Backing the
president ,  I  understand what  you want .  Value and fairness and when a
member have concerns,  I  deal  with i t  and fol low i t  through.
I f  you have t ime,  the club AGM is  important ,  we need members to get
involved in the club.

Please and thank you

P A U L  O ’ R I L E Y



Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Hi,  I  have been on the Committee for  a  few years  now and have been on
on the Rules,  F inance and Risk,  Health and Safety and Sports  sub
committee’s  along with being an occassional  member of  the Discipl inary
subcommittee.

Many of  you know me as the “go to one” i f  you wanted some advice on
pol icy or  ask a  quest ion about  the executive.  People come to me
because they’ l l  know I  wi l l  do my best  to  provide the answer or
introduce them to someone who does.

Some of  you also know me the one that  you can turn to when you are
not  gett ing a response f rom the Senior  Executive or  Management or  feel
you are being fobbed off .  I ’ l l  a lways go into bat  for  the underdog and
have helped a few get  sat isfact ion for  their  problem.

Please vote for  me to be on the next  committee and I ’ l l  cont inue with my
work making this  a  stronger  and safer  c lub.

G L Y N  P A L M E R

Hi,  I  am Tracy Stott .
 
My journey brought  me from Palmerston North to Upper  Hutt  in
2005,  when I  jo ined the Cossie Club.  After  a  br ief  st int  l iv ing in  the
Middle East ,  I  returned –  and have never  left .  Upper  Hutt  is  home.
 
I  currently  work as  an HR Advisor  for  the New Zealand Defence
Force at  Trentham Camp.  With extensive experience in human
resources,  f inance and payrol l ,  I  of fer  a  wel l - rounded ski l l  set  that
enables me to support  diverse teams and organisat ions ef fect ively .
 
I  have always enjoyed being act ively  involved in my community ,
which has led me to serve on var ious committees.  I  spent  three
years  as  Treasurer  for  the Stroke Foundation in  Palmerston North
and held key roles over  a  f ive year  per iod as Entertainment
Representat ive and Partners  Representat ive at  the Trentham
Warrant  Off icers  and Sergeants  Mess.
 
I  am excited about  the opportunity  to br ing f resh ideas and
contr ibute to the Upper  Hutt  Cossie Club committee.

T R A C Y  S T O T T



Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Hello members,
My name is  Shelagh Thomas and I  would real ly  l ike to represent  you the
club membership on the executive committee.  

I  have enjoyed being a club member for  a lmost  4  years .  I  am passionate
about  seeing the club retain i ts  unique identi ty ,  however  I  would  a lso
l ike  to  see that  i t  grows in new and excit ing direct ions to attract  new
members and to ensure a  prosperous future for  you al l  to  enjoy.   
                                              
I  am Scott ish born and raised and came to NZ in 1981.  I  t ra ined as a
registered nurse in  Scotland.    For  the last  22 years  I  have worked in the
operat ing theatres at  Hutt  Hospital .

 I  have been in a  professional  leadership and management role for  the
past  14 years  managing the ster i le  services department  of  the theatre
environment.  In  my professional  working l i fe  I  am an executive member
of  the NZSSA and held the role of  president .  I  have experience in staf f
management,  f inancial  management and strategic planning and
educational  development.  Al l  those ski l ls  would be of  benef i t  i f  I  were
elected to the executive committee.   

I f  you asked those who worked for  me they would say that  I  am open,
honest  and fair  to  everyone and very Scott ish.  I  am a mother  of  two
adult  chi ldren and grandmother  of  seven.  Please consider  me for  your
vote.

S H E L A G H  T H O M A S

Hello, My name is Michelle White and am happy to be nominated to sit on the
committee for 2024-2025. 

I'm a big supporter of Breast Cancer awareness and the Wellington free
Ambulance service.

With being a Bakery Manager, I have Health & Safety and Food Safety
background.

I'm a hard worker and a loyal member of our community and will continue with
your acceptance to be an asset to our club and members.

Thanks for your consideration 

M I C H E L L E  W H I T E


